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some regions within the Kannada country by their geogra-
phical peculiarity as in 'Kisukadunadu', 'Bayalasime',
'Malenadu1 etc. may be adduced as further proof for
naming the whole Kannada region in the same manner.l
At any rate, it seems almost certain that Kannada is a
contraction of Kannadu, the two parts of the compound
word being 'Kan' or 'Kar* and Nadu. The interpretation
of the first element is and will remain controversial for the
student of Kannada etymology.

We can now probe into the dim past and perceive as
far as possible the evolution of the Kannada people as
a distinct entity in South India. Granting the insufficiency
of data at our disposal, we can attempt to picture for
ourselves in general outline how the Kannadas sprang into
separate existence in early times. On the basis of a
linguistic study of the interrelations between the main
languages forming the Dravidian stock, it has been rightly
surmised that Telugu was the first Dravidian language to
be separated from the proto-Dravidian parent. Kannada
and Tamil lived together in the closest kinship for some-

1 It has been suggested that it is not unlikely that
'Karunadu' meaning 'a big region* came to be known as
'Maharastra' in Sanskrit, since it is certain that Maharastra
in early history did not have the same connotation that it
came to have in later history. Gradually, however, the
term Maharastra came to be applied to the Northern
portion of Karnataka of the time and 'Karnadu' or
'Kannada' to the remaining part. In course of time, this
'Maharastra' was occupied by the Marathi-speaking people
and thus acquired its present connotation.